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ORTH American received a contract for their

firse jet ighter Fom the US Navy on January
L1945, Kuown by the company designation Na-
134, it was a eonventional straight-wing design.
powered by i General Electric J35 axial turbojet, It
had an air nake in the nose, with the cockpit
mounted above the inmake duct. Offcially desig-
nated the XEJ-1, the company received a pro-
duction order for 100 on May 28, 1945, With a J353-
GE-2 of 1733 kg (3820 1b) st as powerplant, the first
prototype flew on November 27, HM6. An arma-
ment of six 12.7-mm (G.5-in} machine-guns were
mounted in the side walls of the air intake.

The production F}-1 was fitted with the Altison
J35-A-2 and the first deliveries were made in
March, 1948. As more advanced aireraft were then
under development the contract was cut o 30
machincs. Only one naval squadron was cquipped
with the Fury, and the FJ-1 became the first jet
fighter in operational service at sea.

North American had had plans for a naval F-86

carly in 1951, and the US Navy ordered three
protolypes in March 1951, Two of the prototypes
were basically F-86Es with arrester hooks, catapult
points and a lengthened nosewheel leg to increase
the angle of attack and to reduce the speed during
carrier take-offs and landings. The third protorype’
KFJ-2B had four 20-mm {0.79-in) cannon firted
instead of the machine-guns, and was the first of
the trio to fly on December 27, 1951, Carrier trials
were carried out in December 1952 for the two
XFEJ-2s, using the USS Coral Sea.

A production order for 300 F]-25 was reccived on
February 10, 1951, and this work went 1o the North
American Columbus plam, which was engaged
already in the production of F-86s. The production
F}-2 had several major modifications for their
naval role, which included folding wings,
AN/APG-30) radar, increased wheel track and the
2722-kg (6000-tb) st J47-GE-2 powerplant. Al-
though the first FJ-2 Fury was completed in the
autumn of 1952, the programme was slowed by the
requirernents of the F-86 production and only 25
Fories had been built by the end of 1853, The
contract was cut to 200 after the end of the Korean
war. All F]-2z went o Marine units, the deliveries

inning in January 1954,
velopment of a new variant of the FJ-2 began
in March 1952 with a Wright J65-W-2 engine of
3538kyg (78001b) st. A contract was placed on

FSTIFFEN LANDING

T

TOQTHPICK

ey

GEAR WiTH
TOOTHPICKS

More on the
Fury at:
www.fiddiersgreen.net

April 18, 1932, for 389 machines with the designa-
tion F]-3. A wrial inswllation was made in an EJ-2
which flew un July 3, 1953, The production F}-3
had an enlarged inlet and air duct to feed the
J65-W-i engine of 3470kg {7630 1h) st. The first
FJ-3 flew on December 11, 1953, and dcliveries o
the pavy began in Scprember 1954, A further
cortract for 214 aircraft, which was reduced 10 149,
brought the total FJ-3 order to 538, the second
batch being fitted with the J65-W-4D. A toral of 21
squadrons flew the type, the delivery of which was
compicted in August 1956,

During the production run several major modi-
fications were made, some of which were retrofits,
The original leading-cdge slats were replaced by
cxtended leading edges with fences and extra fucl
in the wing. All aircraft had 1wo underwing store
stations, and two more were added, with provision
for carrying the Sidewinder missile, A total of 80
Sidewinder-equipped  Furies, designated  FJ-3M
were produced, entering service in 1936,

The final variant of the Fury had a 30% increase
in internal fuel capacity, which meant an extensive
redesign of the fuselage, It also had a new thinner
wing with mid-span ailerons and inboard high-lif:
Raps, wider-track landing gear and thinner 1ail
surfaces. Production FJ-4s appeared in February
1955 with the 3493-kg {7700-1b) st J65-W-16A.

The FJ-4B version which followed was an anack
fighter with a stiffencd wing, with six pylons and a
LABS (low-altitude bombing svstem) 10 deliver a
tactical nuclear weapon. Production of the 222
ordered ended in May 1958,

Type: single-sear naval
fighter

Maker: North American
Aviation Inc

Span: 11.63m (380 2in)
Length: 10.49m (34 ft 3in)
Height: £.52m (1411 10in)
Wing area: 2053 m? (2121 sq
iy

Weight: maximum 7076 kg
(13600 1) empty 401 kg
(88331

Powerplant: one 1815-kg
(§000-th) s1 Adlison J35-A-2
turbojer

Performance: maximum
speed 880 km/h (347 mph) m
2743 m (90806 1T); range

1960 km (1180 miles); service
ceiling 9753 m (3200001}
Armament: six 12.7-mm
(8.5-1n} guns

Crew: |

Production: 30
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DON'T GET RIPPED OFF !!

IF you have been charged for any Fiddlers Green™ model CD ROM(s) and have NOT been offered
the Magic Electronic Key feature© which entitles you to free new Fiddlers Green models for the
ENTIRE year following your purchase.. the electronic files probably have been pirated and you and |
have most probably been ripped off!

Fiddlers Green CD ROMs of Fiddlers Green model files must be registered DIRECTLY with Fiddlers
Green. If you have purchased this electronic file or CD rom from a reseller who is unable to offer you
directly, the free follow up models, please email me immediately with as much information as
possible regarding how and where you bought the pirated product. There is a reward waiting.
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computer; it does not transfer ANY title or ownership. If you wish to use artwork, an instructional sheet or model file for
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